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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . This action is responsive to applicant's amendment and remarks received on 19 
December 2007. Claims 1-13 are currently pending. 

Specification 

2. The previous objection to the title of the disclosure is withdrawn in light of 
applicant's amendment. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Amended claims 1-6 and newly added claims 7-9 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Fukumura (Japanese Publication No. 11- 
041408), hereinafter referenced as Fukumura. 

Regarding amended claim 1 
Fukumura (FIG 2; EXAMPLE) discloses: image sensor (16) and reading section (15), 

which reads on claimed: "optical reader for reading an original in a main scanning 
direction;" 

platen roller (17a); and exhaust passage (26) and outlet (27) downstream from reading 
section (15), 
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which reads on claimed: "transporter for transporting the original in a sub 

scanning direction; and a transport path configured to guide the original read by 

the optical reader to an original eject slot," 
bottom member of transportation path extends above reading surface of image sensor 
(16) to a crest, then slopes downward in the vicinity of outlet (27), 

which reads on claimed: "transport path comprises a lower guide surface which 

also serves as a light-blocking portion, wherein at least a portion of the lower 

guide surface is positioned above an extended plane of a reading surface of the 

optical reader." 

Regarding amended claim 2 
Fukumura discloses everything claimed as applied above (see claim 1); in addition, 
Fukumura (FIG 2) discloses: bottom member of transportation path includes a slant 
surface between the reading surface of image sensor (16) and the crest, 

which reads on claimed: "first slant surface provided between the reading surface 

of the optical reader and the light-blocking portion." 

Regarding amended claim 3 
Fukumura discloses everything claimed as applied above (see claim 2); in addition, 
Fukumura (FIG 2) discloses: top member of transportation path facing bottom member 
of transportation path, 

which reads on claimed: "upper guide surfaces, the upper guide surfaces 

respectively facing the light-blocking portion and the first slant surface at a 

predetermined distance." 
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Regarding amended claim 4 
Fukumura discloses everything claimed as applied above (see claim 1); in addition, 
Fukumura (FIG 2) discloses: cover surface of facsimile machine (1a), 

which reads on claimed: "surface provided around a substantial portion of a 

periphery of the transporter in such a manner as to face the transporter at a 

predetermined distance." 

Regarding amended claim 5 
Fukumura discloses everything claimed as applied above (see claim 2); in addition, 
Fukumura (FIG 2) discloses: cover surface of facsimile machine (1a), 

which reads on claimed: "surface provided around a substantial portion of a 

periphery of the transporter in such a manner as to face the transporter at a 

predetermined distance." 

Regarding amended claim 6 
Fukumura discloses everything claimed as applied above (see claim 3); in addition, 
Fukumura (FIG 2) discloses: cover surface of facsimile machine (1a), 

which reads on claimed: "surface provided around a substantial portion of a 

periphery of the transporter in such a manner as to face the transporter at a 

predetermined distance." 

Regarding new claim 7 
Fukumura discloses everything claimed as applied above (see claim 2); in addition, 
Fukumura (FIG 2) discloses: top member of transportation path includes a slant surface 
in the same vicinity of the slant surface of the bottom member of the transportation path, 
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which reads on claimed: "transport path further comprises an upper guide 

surface provided with a second slant surface adjacent said first slant surface." 

Regarding new claim 8 
Fukumura discloses everything claimed as applied above (see claim 3); in addition, 
Fukumura (FIG 2) discloses: top member of transportation path includes a slant surface 
in the same vicinity of the slant surface of the bottom member of the transportation path, 

which reads on claimed: "at least one of said upper guide surfaces comprises a 

second slant surface adjacent said first slant surface." 

Regarding new claim 9 
Fukumura discloses everything claimed as applied above (see claim 1); in addition, 
Fukumura (FIG 2) discloses: bottom member and top member of transportation path 
downstream from image sensor (16) both include plural slant surfaces, 

which reads on claimed: "downstream from the optical reader the transport path 

comprises plural non-planar surfaces, the lower guide surface forming at least 

one of the plural non-planar surfaces." 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Newly added claims 10-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Fukumura in view of Funagoshi (Japanese Publication No. 05- 
037743), hereinafter referenced as Funagoshi. 

Regarding new claim 10 
Fukumura discloses everything claimed as applied above (see claim ); in addition, 
Fukumura (FIG 2; EXAMPLE) discloses: platen roller (17a); and exhaust passage (26) 
and outlet (27) downstream from reading section (15), 

which reads on claimed: "transporter configured to transport the original in the 

sub scanning direction;" 
bottom member and top member of transportation path downstream from image sensor 
(16) both include slant surfaces leading to outlet (27), 

which reads on claimed: "upper and lower guide members configured to guide 

the original read by the optical reader to an original eject slot, the upper and 

lower guide members also configured to define an original transport path inclined 

toward the sub scanning direction," 
bottom member of transportation path extends above reading surface of image sensor 
(16) to a crest, then slopes downward in the vicinity of outlet (27), 

which reads on claimed: "lower guide member comprises a light-blocking portion 

configured to block direct incidence of external light through the original transport 

path on the reading surface of the optical reader." 
However, Fukumura fails to disclose an inclined reading surface of the optical reader. 
However, the examiner maintains that it was well known in the art, at the time in which 
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the invention was made, to include an inclined reading surface of the optical reader, as 
taught by Funagoshi. In a similar field of endeavor, 

Funagoshi (FIG 4; DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS) discloses: a manuscript image 
reader (100) in an inclined position, 

which reads on claimed: "optical reader configured to read an original in a main 

scanning direction, the optical reader including a reading surface inclined toward 

a sub scanning direction." 
In this case, the simple substitution of one known element for another to obtain 
predictable resullts would result in the claimed invention. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time the invention was made, to modify 
Fukumura by specifically including an inclined reading surface of the optical reader, as 
taught by Funagoshi. 

Regarding new claim 1 1 
Fukumura in view of Funagoshi discloses everything claimed as applied above (see 
claim 10); in addition, Fukumura (FIG 2) discloses: bottom member of transportation 
path includes a slant surface between the reading surface of image sensor (16) and the 
crest, 

which reads on claimed: "slant surface provided between the reading surface of 
the optical reader and the light-blocking portion, the slant surface being slanted 
upwardly toward the sub scanning direction." 
Regarding new claim 12 
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Fukumura in view of Funagoshi discloses everything claimed as applied above (see 
claim 11); in addition, Fukumura (FIG 2) discloses: top member of transportation path 
facing bottom member of transportation path, 

which reads on claimed: "upper guide member and the lower guide member face 
each other at such a distance that the original passes through without being 
jammed." 

Regarding new claim 13 
Fukumura in view of Funagoshi discloses everything claimed as applied above (see 
claim 12); in addition, Fukumura (FIG 2) discloses: cover surface of facsimile machine 
(1a), 

which reads on claimed: "cover surface provided around the transporter in such a 
manner as to face the transporter at a predetermined distance." 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to original claims 1-6 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See M PEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
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TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Manama Orange whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
3577. The examiner can normally be reached on 9AM-5PM ET. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Twyler Haskins can be reached on (571) 272-7406. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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